Minutes

Village of Aurora Board of Trustees

Regular Monthly Meeting

February 20, 2013

Held at the Aurora Firehouse Meeting Room

Present:  Mayor Bonnie Bennett, Trustees George Farenthold, Janet Murphy, Alan Ominsky and Marie Taylor

Others Present:  Village Clerk, Ann Balloni; Treasurer, Deborah Brooks; Code Enforcement Officer, Mick Piechuta; Village Historian, Dr. Linda Schwab; Planning Board Chair, Nancy Gil; Planning Board Member, Pat Foser; Community Preservation Panel Member, Jeff Blum; Alex Schloop; David Brooks and Laura Holland.

Call to Order:  Mayor Bennett called the meeting to order at 7:00 pm and all rose for the Pledge of Allegiance.

Approval of Minutes

On motion by Trustee Farenthold, seconded by Trustee Taylor, the Board voted to approve the Minutes of January 30, 2013.

AYES: Bennett, Farenthold, Murphy, Ominsky and Taylor 

NAYS: None

Motion carried unanimously. 

Changes to Agenda:  The Aurorafest discussion was addressed first on the agenda.

Aurorafest (July 13, 2013)
Mayor Bennett:

· Offered the Village Website as a source for Aurorafest information and updates. 
·  Explained that the Village Government does not want to be in charge of Aurorafest but, as always, is available for organizational and financial assistance. 

· Would consider closing off either Court Street or LaFayette Street if desired.

· Would like to see community activities and possibly a community dinner.
· Mentioned “pop up” stores ala Christmas in Aurora.

· Stated that the Aurora Inn is requesting, if there is a parade, that Main Street reopen by 2:30pm.  

Trustee Taylor stated that the Aurora Run and Swim are planned.

A few in attendance also had ideas:

· Linda Schwab mentioned Tom Gunderson has videos from past Aurorafests.  Dr. Schwab also recommended that each committee member take on one aspect of the planning so one person (usually the committee chair) isn’t overwhelmed.

· Jeff Blum recommended advertising an Aurorafest meeting, mentioning Aurorafest at various community events, and bringing in food vendors.
· Trustee Farenthold mentioned past raffles that helped finance Aurorafest.

· Clerk Balloni stated the fire department would consider selling beer and wine again.  She also mentioned that Linda Kabelac informed her that there are several Aurorafest trophies from past years in the library.
· Trustee Murphy referred to Cayuga’s annual festival and reminded everyone when Aurorafest was held in the Village Park by the lake.

· Nancy Gil recommended deer slayer activities and venison burgers.

As few residents from the Village attended the discussion, the Village Board asked those who were in attendance to keep the Village updated regarding committees, decisions, etc.

Announcements
Mayor:  
· Matt Driscoll from Governor Cuomo’s office will be at Stratton Hall on Wells Campus February 21, 2013 at noon to discuss the state of the State budget.

· Reminded the Board members that the passing of the local budget is coming up and to inform her of any requests from their respective committees.

· Anticipates increased hours for both the Code Enforcement Officer and the Village Clerk.

Clerk:  No announcements

Visitor Recognition:  No comments.
Treasurer’s Report

Treasurer Brooks submitted the January Treasurer’s Report.  Ms. Brooks commented that interest rates continue to decrease which equals less revenue.
On motion by Trustee Taylor, seconded by Trustee Ominsky, the Board voted to accept the Treasure’s Report.

AYES:  Bennett, Farenthold, Murphy, Ominsky and Taylor

NAYS:  None

Motion carried unanimously.

Budget Modifications

General Fund:

$122.18  From A1990.4 – Contingency Account

$122.18  To A1620.43 Buildings – Cleaning Supplies/Trash Removal

On motion by Trustee Farenthold, seconded by Trustee Murphy, the Board voted to approve the Budget Modifications for the General Fund.

AYES:  Bennett, Farenthold, Murphy, Ominsky and Taylor

NAYS:  None

Motion carried unanimously.

Water Fund (reimbursement for damaged hydrant):
$4,480.00  From F2680  Insurance Recoveries (Revenues)

$4,480.00  To F8340.4  Transmission & Distribution-Contractual

$2,961.41  From F2680 Insurance Recoveries (Revenues)

$2,961.41  To F8340.2  Transmission & Distribution – Equipment

On motion by Trustee Taylor, seconded by Trustee Ominsky, the Board voted to approve the Budget Modifications for the Water Fund.

AYES:  Bennett, Farenthold, Murphy, Ominsky and Taylor.

NAYS:  None

Motion carried unanimously.

Approval of Abstract #9
On motion by Trustee Murphy, seconded by Trustee Taylor, the Board voted to approve the General Fund Abstract #9 for payment.

Voucher #s 285-289, 291, 293, 294, 299-312. 

Total:  $7,532.72
AYES:  Bennett, Farenthold, Murphy, Ominsky and Taylor.

NAYS:  None

Motion carried unanimously.

On motion by Trustee Farenthold, seconded by Trustee Ominsky, the Board voted to approve the Water Fund Abstract #9 for payment.  Ms. Brooks informed the Board of an additional bill (#314) for $1,227.63 to Wells College making the corrected total for the Water Fund Abstract $3,799.75.
Voucher #s 290-292, 294, 302, 311, 312 and 314. 
Total:  $3,799.75
AYES:  Bennett, Farenthold, Murphy, Ominsky and Taylor.

NAYS:  None

Motion carried unanimously.

On motion by Trustee Taylor, seconded by Trustee Murphy, the Board voted to approve the Sewer Fund Abstract #9 for payment.

Voucher #s 285, 289, 291, 295-297, 300 and 311 

Total:  $4,380.30
AYES:  Bennett, Farenthold, Murphy, Ominsky and Taylor.

NAYS:  None

Motion carried unanimously.

Committee Reports

Buildings and Grounds:  No report.

Trustee Ominsky shared with the Board the discovery by archeologists of remains of a camp dating back to 2000-2500 B.C. in his backyard.  Several artifacts from various periods were also found including pieces of tools, spears and pottery.  Trustee Ominsky is considering applying for National Historic Recognition of the site.
Parks and Recreation:  No report.

Trustee Murphy is awaiting consultation with John Miller regarding the Village Fitness Trail.

Streets and Public Safety:  Trustee Farenthold noted an increase in Village truck traffic though is unsure of the reason.  Mr. Farenthold reported that several Village Board members and employees participated in a Safety Training Seminar on February 19, 2013 and, those in attendance, are now qualified to train others.  The Safety Committee will continue to work on mandated policies and procedures and will consult with Buildings and Grounds Trustee Ominsky when appropriate.
Water and Sewer:  Trustee Taylor reported status quo at the DPW and Mike White will conclude his training in April.  Mayor Bennett reported that the NYSDOT reviewed the culvert problem on the north side of 348 Main Street and declined to address until their scheduled maintenance in January of 2019.  NYSDOT recommended the homeowner keep the culvert free from debris to prevent further problems.
Board Minutes

Community Preservation Panel February 6, 2013 Minutes – No comments.

Zoning Board of Appeals February 13, 2013 – No comments.

Planning Board – No Minutes

Zoning Officer:  (Monthly report attached to these Minutes)
Village Historian:  No report

Old Business:  

Post Office:  Mayor Bennett reported there is progress being made and we are expecting a call from the NYSDOT next week.
New Business:  
Resolution # 2013-02 (attached to these Minutes):  Introducing Local Law #1 of 2013 Entitled the Waiver of the Maximum Real Property Tax Levy Limit.
Mayor Bennett reminded the Board that next month’s meeting will open with the Public Hearing for Local Law #1 of 2013 followed by the regular meeting.

On motion by Trustee Farenthold, seconded by Trustee Ominsky, the Board voted to approve Resolution #2013-02 Introducing Local Law #1of 2013 Entitled the Waiver of the Maximum Real Property Tax Levy Limit.
AYES: Bennett, Farenthold, Murphy, Ominsky and Taylor.

NAYS:  None

Motion carried unanimously.
On motion by Trustee Farenthold, seconded by Trustee Murphy, the Board voted to adjourn the meeting at 8:00pm.
AYES:  Bennett, Farenthold, Murphy, Ominsky and Taylor
NAYS:  None
Motion carried unanimously.
Respectfully submitted,

Ann Balloni

Village Clerk

VILLAGE of AURORA CODE ENFORCEMENT OFFICE 

Monthly Report JANUARY - 2013 

Hours: 22.5 

Permits Issued: 

13 - 01 P. Bianconi 13 - 02 Wells College 

13 - 05 T. Gunderson 13 06(R) B. Murphy 

Inspections: 



403 Main St. 170 Main St. 

287 Main St. 11 Burnam Ln. 



Repairs Renovate shower rooms. 

Heating System House 


Abbott Project 
Rt. 90 


Wells College 
Main St. 

Aurora Inn Bet the Farm 


Aurora Market 
Aurora Place 

Morgan Opera House 

Issues/Comments/Concerns: 



Fargo 
Dories 

E.B. Morgan's 

Discussed enforcement at monthly board meeting Continue reviewing changed plans for the Abbott project Continue looking at Dock applications. 

Conducted fire inspections in the Village of Aurora Researched a project at the Morgan Opera House for a lift. Met with S. Edinger about a project at Dories. 

Sent letter to P. Matz regarding deck permit, requesting payment of Permit. 

RESOLUTION 13-02 OF 2013

RESOLUTION INTRODUCING LOCAL LAW #1 OF 2013 ENTITLED 

THE WAIVER OF THE MAXIMUM REAL PROPERTY TAX LEVY LIMIT

WHEREAS, the recent enactment of Chapter 97 of the Law of 2011 placed limits on the amount of real property taxes that may be levied by or on behalf of any local government thereby place a “tax levy limit” on municipalities that is found in General Municipal Law § 3-c; and

WHEREAS, subdivision 5 of General Municipal Law § 3-c expressly authorized the Village Board of Trustees to override the tax levy limit by the adoption of a local law approved by a vote of sixty percent (60%) of the Village Board of Trustees for one fiscal year; and

WHEREAS, by adoption of this local law, the Village Board of Trustees hereby reserves the right to override the limit on the amount of real property taxes that may be levied by the Village of Aurora and authorized the Village Board of Trustees to adopt a budget for fiscal year 2013 in excess of the “tax levy limit” as defined by General Municipal Law 

§ 3-c; and

WHEREAS, this is a Type II action pursuant to 6 NYCRR §617.5(c) (20 & 27) and is otherwise exempt from environmental review pursuant to the New York State Environmental Quality Review Act (“SEQRA”); and

WHEREAS, 
At a regular meeting of the Village Board of Trustees of the Village of Aurora, County of Cayuga, State of New York, held at the Village Hall, 456 Main Street, Aurora, New York, at 7:00 p.m. on February 20, 2013, the following members of the Village Board of Trustees being present:



BONNIE APGAR BENNETT, MAYOR



GEORGE FARENTHOLD



JANET MURPHY



ALAN OMINSKY

                       MARIE TAYLOR


The instant Resolution came to be heard and considered:


NOW THEREFORE, BE IT RESOLVED, by the Village Board of Trustees of 
the Village of Aurora as follows:

1.           The Village Board of Trustees hereby introduces Proposed Local Law #1 of 2013 in the form annexed hereto for consideration and adoption.

2. 
The Village Board of Trustees hereby determines that the aforementioned Local Law is a Type II action as defined in 6 NYCRR §617.5(c)(20&27) and accordingly, the Village Board of Trustees expressly determines that this action is not an action that requires review pursuant to the provisions of the New York State Environmental Quality Review Action (“SEQRA”);

3. 
The Village Board of Trustees has properly noticed a Public Hearing on the Proposed Local Law #1 of 2013 to be held at Village Hall on March 20, 2013 beginning at 7:00 p.m.;

Now upon the Motion of Trustee Farenthold and Seconded by Trustee Ominsky, a roll-call vote is tallied by the Village Clerk as follows:

Trustee Bennett
            AYE

Trustee Farenthold

AYE

Trustee Murphy

AYE

Trustee Ominsky

AYE

Trustee Taylor


AYE

Motion:  CARRIED      
At least 5 of the above named Village Board of Trustee members having voted in the affirmative, this resolution is adopted this 20th day of February, 2013
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