


 



JOIN VILLAGE OFFICIALS FOR A READING OF THE DECLARATION OF INDEPENDENCE ON JULY 4TH AT 11:00 AM ON THE PORCH OF THE FARGO

Aurora Summer Swim Program
The Wells College dock is open again for the Aurora Summer Swim Program from June 26- August 20.  Hours of operation are daily from 1 to 5 pm with an additional evening swim on Fridays until 7 pm. Children ages 12 and under must be signed in by a parent or guardian.  Additionally, there will be three swimming lesson sessions, July 10-14, July 24-28, and August 7-11; 1:15-1:45 for beginners and 2:00-2:30 for advanced. Six lifeguards are working this summer under the supervision of Carolyn Connors.  

SUMMER EVENTS – MARK YOUR CALENDARS!
July 4th – Annual reading of the Declaration of Independence at 11:00 am on the porch of the Fargo

TBD – Blessing of the Boats 

July 17th - The Aurora Free Library will host Merry-Go-Round Youth Theatre's production of "Huff and Puff: A Pig Tale" on Monday, July 17 at 7 pm in the Village Park.

July 19th – Morgan Opera House presents an evening of music with Jamie Notarthomas at 6:30 pm in the village park (Morgan Opera House if it rains)

July 29th – Aurora Volunteer Fire Department Route 90 Sale Chicken BBQ at 11:00 am (first come, first serve.  No reservations)

August 2nd – Morgan Opera House presents the Dundee Central School Symphonic Steel Drum Band at 6:30 pm in the village park (Morgan Opera House if it rains)

Aurora Historical Society News and Events, July 2017

The Avery Family Reunion will be taking place in Aurora from July 1-4; museum hours on Saturday AND Sunday, 1-3 p.m. (thank you to Alan Ominsky, Saturday docent, for making the change).

In preparation for this event, members of the Avery family have donated to repairing the “brownstone plot” that holds many family remains.  Correspondence with indefatigable researcher Susan Ball Avery (Jim’s wife) has revealed hints of its history and quite a few mysteries as well. Among the latter was the discovery that tombstones had been used to edge the outside of the plot. Most of these were the original stones of Avery family members and spouses, but some were not.  All but one of these non-family members were children who had no other relatives in the cemetery.  To the great surprise of all involved, one of these stones was in German, with a touching poem.  This, and another, include outstanding carvings as well: a butterfly (symbol of the Resurrection) and a willow and urn.  (More to come on these findings.)  The work was carried out with great skill and sensitivity by Ty St. John and his team (Steve St. John, Bill Arnold, and Scott Binns; see photo on village website. Ty, Steve and Bill in background).

On Tuesday, July 4th, the Reading of the Declaration of Independence will take place from the porch of the Fargo at 11 a.m. Come, lend your voice!

The next show will go up on July 11-12.  This will feature Claire Morehouse’s research on the Wyckoff Poultry Farm, and the return of the “map wall,” a useful and enjoyable feature of our first two shows. 

Our July meeting - Monday, July 10th, 4:30 p.m. - will be a tour of the Wells bell tower, with head ringer Raymond Benson. Yes, there are stairs, lots of them, but the view is spectacular.​ 
Meet in the front hall of Main Building.
Leaf and Brush Pick-Up

The DPW team thanks residents for bagging leaves and cutting brush to 4 foot lengths as requested.  If you have a large amount of brush or lawn debris, Mike or Adam will drop off the Village’s trailer for you to fill as you clean up your yard.  Contact Mike at 364-5239.  The DPW will do their best to pick up leaves and brush routinely.  We are also asking residents to keep an eye on catch basins in front of their homes and remove any weeds and debris so that storm water flows unimpeded.  Please do not blow grass clippings into the road as they clog the storm drains. Your help is greatly appreciated!
And, please remember to clean out your dryer vents.  They are a significant fire hazard if the lint accumulates.
Also, thank you to everyone who participated in the meter read questionnaire.  We are attempting to refrain from usage estimates and will now contact any missed residents to set up an appointment for meter reads.
                SCAT Van

Need a ride to the grocery store or an appointment? The Village of Aurora contracts annually with the Human Services Coalition of Cayuga County to provide SCAT van service to the disabled and the elderly.  Any person over 60 or any person under 60 with a disability that prevents them from using public transportation is eligible to use the service. Contact them at (315) 253-3548.  There is a suggested donation of $4.00 for each one-way trip.

Zoning and Building Permits

Permits are required for construction, alteration, removal or demolition of any building or structure including accessory buildings, for excavation, earth filling, and interior work and for conversions of buildings and land from one use to another.  Before you begin ANY project, contact the Village Office at 364-7293, or drop by to meet with Code Enforcement Officer Patrick Doyle on Monday afternoons from 4 to 6 pm or Thursday from 3 to 5.  Applications can be downloaded from our web site, auroranewyork.us on the Permits and Applications page.   Also, please remember that fireworks require a permit.  Applications are available in the Village Office.
Message from the Mayor
Dear Fellow Villagers,

Welcome to summer – finally.  It’s great to see the village so busy again, and to welcome Slate, the new restaurant down the street, and Matt Bianconi’s new excursion boat business.  The swim program at the dock has already begun and I encourage you to take advantage of it, along with the kids’ swimming and soccer camps at Wells.  The village kayak racks have been so popular that we’ll soon put another one at the end of Dublin Lane.  Summer in Aurora is all about the water.

And while you’re out there having fun the Village has water projects of its own to make sure that water is as clean as possible.  Last summer we drained, cleaned, and painted one of our two sewage treatment tanks – a complicated process – and this year we’re doing the other.  Not that you’ve ever given it much thought, and not that it will have any impact on our daily lives, but it reminded me how fortunate we are to have Kurt Wilmot and his staff keeping that aging plant in tiptop shape and our taxes down.  Summer is also when we step up hydrant flushing to make sure the drinking water is still as good as it was when it won best in the state at the fair.  If you experience a little cloudiness or rust, that’s what’s going on.

The most significant water issue has to do with the proposed treatment beginning about July 10th to eradicate the invasive aquatic plant, hydrilla, that was discovered last fall just south of the college dock.  All water users have received information by mail from the Army Corps of Engineers who held a public informational meeting June 21st at the Village Board meeting.  If you missed it their presentation is on the village website and there will be another meeting in Aurora shortly.  For more information and ways to help, go to the sites below:  

· The Health and Safety FAQ regarding the hydrilla eradication project in Aurora has been reviewed by the Village of Aurora and both the Cayuga County and NY State Departments of Health. The link to the FAQ is http://www.cayugacounty.us/Community/Health/Environmental-Health/Hydrilla
· For regularly updated information about the Aurora Hydrilla project, please check the Village’s website here: www.auroranewyork.us
· For information about how you can be trained to identify hydrilla and get involved along the lakeshore surveying for it, please contact Hilary Lambert steward@cayugalake.org. 

· If you are interested in being a Senior Auxiliary Boat Steward this fall at a nearby boat launch site or marina, please contact Jennifer Tufano jenntufano@gmail.com.

· For background information about hydrilla, what it is, where it comes from, and why it is a problem, go to http://www.stophydrilla.org  and http://fingerlakesinvasives.org/invasive_species/hydrilla/
· For upcoming Floating Classroom cruises and invasive species workshops, get signed up to receive the Hydrilla Happenings newsletter. Contact steward@cayugalake.org to be added to our email/postal mailing list.
Have a wonderful and safe summer, Bonnie
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Village Office Hours





Monday – Clerk & Code Enforcement Officer - 4:00 to 6:00 pm





Tuesday – Clerk – 10:00 am to 2:00 pm





Wednesday – No Public Office Hours





Thursday – Treasurer – 9:00 am to 1:00 pm 


                       Clerk – 11:00 am to 5:00 pm


                       Code Enforcement Officer – 3:00 pm to 5:00 pm


Friday – No Public Office Hours

















                       Code Enforcement Officer – 3:00 pm to 5:00 pm	





There are no public office hours on Wednesday or Friday.





























Village Government Officials


All meetings commence at 7:00 pm in the Firehouse Meeting Room





Community Preservation Panel – 1st Wednesday        Village Board of Trustees – 3rd Wednesday





Chris MacCormick – Chair                                         Bonnie Bennett – Mayor


Jeff Blum                                                                     Grace Bates


Dan DiSanto 					       Janet Murphy – Deputy Mayor


Ed Easter	                                                           Alan Ominsky


Claire Morehouse                                                         Kit Van Orman





Zoning Board of Appeals – 2nd Wednesday               Planning Board – 4th Wednesday





Karen Hindenlang – Chair  		                Pat Bianconi - Chair


Alexis Boyce					   Pat Foser


Laura Holland 					   Michele Murphy


Ann Tobey					   Pam Sheradin


Jeri Vargo					   Frank Zimdahl


























