 Minutes

Village of Aurora Board of Trustees

Regular Monthly Meeting

August 15, 2012

Held at the Aurora Firehouse Meeting Room

Present:  Mayor Bonnie Bennett, Trustees George Farenthold, Janet Murphy, Alan Ominsky and Marie Taylor

Others Present:  Village Clerk Ann Balloni, Treasurer Deborah Brooks, Code Enforcement Officer Mick Piechuta, David Brooks, and Laura Holland

Call to Order:  Mayor Bennett called the meeting to order at 7:00 pm and the Board rose for the Pledge of Allegiance.
Trustee Farenthold reminded those present that he is married to Lisa Marsh Ryerson, President of Wells College.

Approval of Minutes
On motion by Trustee Taylor, seconded by Trustee Ominsky, the Board voted to approve the Minutes of July 18, 2012.

AYES: Bennett, Murphy, Ominsky and Taylor

NAYS: None

ABSTAIN:  Farenthold

Changes to Agenda:  Re-appoint Patty Mattingly to ZBA under Old Business.
Announcements
Mayor:  The Village received a letter from the New York State Department of Parks and Recreation and Historic Preservation thanking us for our hospitality toward the kayakers who came ashore on July 18th during their 106 mile trek along the waterways from Ithaca to Oswego.  

Clerk: 
· Pat Bianconi (PB) and Ann Tobey (ZBA) attended Smart Growth and Visualizing training on July 25th at BOCES.
· Jeff Blum (CPP), Pat Foser (PB), and Cathy Patella (ZBA) attended New York Land Use Planning and Zoning Case Law Update in Fairport, NY on August 3rd.

· Mayor Bennett and Village Clerk Ann Balloni are attending a budget workshop in Cayuga on August 16th and are registered for the NYCOM conference in Lake Placid, NY, September 10-14.
Visitor Recognition:  No comments

Treasurer’s Report
No report this month

Approval of Abstract #3

On motion by Trustee Murphy, seconded by Trustee Taylor, the Board voted to accept the General Fund Abstract for payment.

Voucher #’s 081-088, 091, 092, 094-097, 100, 101, 104-108, and 110-120.
AYES:  Bennett, Farenthold, Murphy, Ominsky and Taylor

NAYS:  None

Motion carried unanimously

On motion by Trustee Taylor, seconded by Trustee Ominsky, the Board voted to accept the Water Fund Abstract for payment.

Voucher #’s 093, 097-099, 109, 116, 118, and 120.

AYES:  Bennett, Farenthold, Murphy, Ominsky and Taylor

NAYS:  None

Motion carried unanimously.

On motion by Trustee Farenthold, seconded by Trustee Ominsky, the Board voted to approve the Sewer Fund Abstract for payment.

Voucher #’s 080, 082, 083, 089, 090, 097, 102, 103, 107, 109, 113, 116, and 118-120.

AYES:  Bennett, Farenthold, Murphy, Ominsky and Taylor

NAYS:  None

Motion carried unanimously

Committee Reports

Buildings and Grounds:  Mayor Bennett reported Dave Reynolds is interested in looking at Patrick Tavern.

Parks and Recreation:  
· Trustee Murphy reported on the great success of the swim program this year.  Swim lessons, Family Night Fridays, and the daily activities were well attended and Carolyn Connors did a terrific job overseeing the program.  

· Long Point Trails has a new brochure which lists the Village of Aurora as a supporter.

Streets and Public Safety:  
· Trustee Farenthold reported on the potential for Cayuga Lake contamination from toxins from the old Powerex Plant in Aurelius.  The EPA is monitoring and asking for comments and action from interested local parties.  Trustee Farenthold recommends pumping and treating.
· Lieutenant Governor Duffy is expected to visit the Fingerlakes Museum on Thursday, August 16th. 

· Mayor Bennett and Trustee Farenthold attended the Upstate Safety Task Force meeting at the Aurora Inn on July 30, 2012.  Representatives from the Truckers are looking for support against the proposed Thruway Toll Increases.  Mayor Bennett wrote a letter to the Thruway Authority regarding the negative effect of the extra truck traffic on the village infrastructure if the toll is increased.  Trustee Farenthold wrote similar letters to the DOT, Governor Cuomo, State Minority Leader Representative Brian Kolb, Senator Nozzolio, and Assemblyman Finch.
· The pedestrian crosswalk sign at Lafayette Street was hit again.  The Board recommended, moving the sign to Sherwood Road and purchasing a third sign.
· A meeting with DOT is scheduled for Wednesday, August 22nd, in Waterloo.

Water and Sewer:  (Report from Trustee Taylor attached to these Minutes)

· Due to the exceptionally hot weather this summer, several valves on the aerator in the sewer plant were replaced.

· There is concern about dead branches falling from the tree in front of Bob Purcell’s house, 403 Main Street.  The Board believes it is the responsibility of New York State DOT, and not the village to incur the cost of cutting it down.
· Adam and Mike completed the sidewalk repair in front of Ken Zabriskie’s house, 535 Main Street.

· DPW recommends upgrading the remaining 1½” pipes in the village to 2” pipes to prevent further breaks.  It is estimated that 25% of the village still has the smaller pipes.

· Kurt Wilmot is recovering nicely following his illness.

Zoning Officer:  (Report from officer Piechuta attached to these Minutes)
· Permits issued to Angelo Amodei and Wells College Golf Club.

· Inspections done at Holland, Murphy and Amodei residences.

· Attended mandatory training at Clay Fire Department.

Old Business

On motion by Trustee Farenthold, seconded by Trustee Taylor, the Board voted to re-appoint Patty Mattingly to the Zoning Board of Appeals due to Ms. Mattingly’s neglecting to sign the Oath of Office within the 30 day time limit of her appointment.
AYES:  Bennett, Farenthold, Murphy, Ominsky and Taylor

NAYS:  None

Motion carried unanimously

New Business

· Mayor Bennett reported the Village discussed applying for a shared service Historic Records Grant with the fire district.  
· Due to time constraints, Michael Groth resigned as Village Historian and Mayor Bennett recommended Linda Schwab for the position.

On motion by Trustee Farenthold, seconded by Trustee Taylor, the Board voted to appoint Linda Schwab as the Village Historian.

AYES:  Bennett, Farenthold, Murphy, Ominsky and Taylor

NAYS:  None

Motion carried unanimously.

· Mayor Bennett presented the tentative 2013 budget agreement for the fire district, noting an increase of $7000.00 over last year due to the bathroom renovation, landscaping and increased fuel costs. 

On motion by Trustee Farenthold, seconded by Trustee Ominsky, the Board voted to approve the Fire District Rent Agreement.
AYES:  Bennett, Farenthold, Murphy, Ominsky and Taylor

NAYS:  None

Motion carried unanimously. 

· Village Clerk Ann Balloni presented the Standard Work Day and Reporting Resolution (a copy attached to these Minutes), put forth by the New York State Comptroller’s Office, regarding record and timekeeping for herself and Treasurer Deborah Brooks as is necessary for inclusion in the New York State Employees Retirement System.
On motion by Trustee Farenthold, seconded by Trustee Taylor, the Board voted to adopt The Standard Work Day and Reporting Resolution #12-43
AYES:  Bennett, Farenthold, Murphy, Ominsky and Taylor

NAYS:  None

Motion carried unanimously.

· Treasurer Deborah Brooks reported that the Aurora Memorial Playground failed the NYMIR inspection.  NYMIR recommended new materials and a written report is forthcoming.

· Ms. Brooks also reported an auto accident resulted in the loss of a village hydrant.

On motion by Trustee Farenthold, seconded by Trustee Ominsky, the Board voted to adjourn the meeting at 7:44pm.

Respectfully submitted,

Ann Balloni

Village Clerk
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